
	  

	  

March 2013 

MESSAGE FROM 
EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE	  
GCEL IN FOCUS 

Dear Members, 
 
Welcome to the March 2013 edition of the GCEL newsletter. There are several 
important developments for GCEL this month. GCEL launched a new initiative 
with the League of Arab States (LAS) and the Islamic Centre for Development 
of Trade (ICDT), the New Millennium Standard for Growth Council (N-MSG), in 
response to the LAS’ invitation to participate in the Aid for Trade Initiative in 
the Middle East and Africa Region. 
 
GCEL is also preparing for a workshop to be held next month in Dubai on Trade 
Facilitation. 
 
Stay tuned for further developments on our N-MSG initiative! 
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GCEL TO JOIN AID FOR TRADE INITIATIVE FOR THE MEA REGION 
 

The Global Coalition for Efficient Logistics (GCEL) has 
recently been invited by the League of Arab States (LAS) 
to support the Aid For Trade Program as a key player in 
achieving sustained economic growth. One of the 
components of GCEL’s support is to offer its technical 
support and assist in carrying on studies and surveys on 
shipment efficiency. Such studies and surveys are 
designed to be adopted as an essential step in the 
process of assessing the economies of the countries 
involved in the program. 

 
The WTO-led Aid For Trade initiative encourages developing country 
governments and donors to recognize the role that trade can play in 
development. In particular, the Initiative seeks to mobilize resources to address 
the trade-related constraints identified by developing and least-developed 
countries.	  	  

GCEL LAUNCHES NEW INITIATIVE WITH LAS AND ICDT 
 
Following the League of Arab States’ (LAS) invitation to participate in the Aid 
for Trade initiative in the MEA region, the Global Coalition for Efficient Logistics 
(GCEL) hosted a high-level strategic meeting at the MEA Logistics Council in 
Beirut. H.E. Nancy Bakir, GCEL’s Regional Director General and High 
Commissioner for the Arab Civil Society at the League of Arab States (LAS), Dr. 
El Hassan Hzaine, Director General of the Islamic Centre for Development of 
Trade (ICDT) and Dr. Mohammad Al Nsour, Head of the Greater Arab Free Trade 
Area (GAFTA) at the League of Arab States attended this meeting, held on the 
12th of March 2013.  



	  

	  

BRIEF ON THE NEW MILLENNIUM STANDARD FOR GROWTH COUNCIL (N-MSG) 
 

The N-MSG Council is a cooperation initiative of 
global and pan-regional organizations that have 
collectively came together to facilitate enhancing 
trade efficiency in the MEA region and the world. It 
will be chaired by the League of Arab States, 
managed by GCEL and will comprise distinguished 
member organizations such as the Organization of 
Islamic Countries and the African Union. In this 
context, the N-MSG Council will support the Aid For 
Trade Program by providing the required tools thus 

enabling enhancing trade efficiency, minimizing non-tariff trade barriers, boosting trade 
and developing tariff structure in the MEA region. 
 
The N-MSG Council recognizes the important need to support the growth of service 
industries in the MEA region. Investing in youth education alone is inadequate as it could 
have a reverse effect if such investment is not complemented with a fast enough 
economic growth to accommodate the graduates with jobs that offer them dignity and 
secures their basic needs, not to mention their ambitions. A service industry driven 
growth is the solution to catch up with the evolving needs of MEA’s youth, as it requires 
much less time, investment and infrastructure to start, grow and generate jobs. 
Otherwise, MEA’s youth will turn into ticking bombs that are inflamed with ambition and 
equipped with education, yet are denied their right in good jobs to cater to their 
ambitions and deploy their talents in the right direction. 
 
Today, the N-MSG Council is set to assist in delivering the Aid For Trade Program to the 
MEA region. Therefore, the N-MSG Council will leverage the digital industry to deliver four 
main pillars: 1. Real Economy Integration, 2. Trade Finance Facilitation, 3.  Trade 
Efficiency and Reduction of Landed Import Export Cost, and 4. Transparency through 
the National & International Trade Visibility Dashboard. 
 
The N-MSG Council will provide the required tools, thus enabling enhanced trade 
efficiency, minimizing non-tariff trade barriers, boosting trade and developing tariff 
structure in the MEA region. The N-MSG Council’s four areas of contribution will require a 
set of actions to be taken. These actions are drawn from the HumaWealth Program 
action plan and include Trade Assessment, Education, Service Industry Empowerment, 
Benchmark Trade Lane Deployment, Showcase and Global Deployment. 

INDUSTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

NEW DIGITAL ECONOMICS FORUM 
San Francisco, USA 
27-28 March 2013 

The New Digital Economics (Silicon Valley) International Executive Brainstorm & 
Innovation Forum 2012 took place on 27-28th March, at the Marriott Hotel, 
Union Square, San Francisco. This year’s event co-located four inter-connected 
one-day brainstorms covering ‘The Digital Economy 2.0’, ‘Digital Commerce 
2.0’, ‘Digital Entertainment 2.0’ and ‘Digital Things 2.0’. 

The objective of this strategy meeting was to conduct a consultative 
dialogue over the New Millennium Standard for Growth Council (NMSG) 
initiative launched by GCEL in response to LAS’ invitation for GCEL to 
participate, as one of the key players, in the Aid for Trade Initiative for the 
Middle East and Africa region.	  



	  

	  

	  

MEMBER IN FOCUS 

H.E. TAN SRI ABDUL RAHMAN MAMAT 
Chairman at Asia Logistics Council 
 
H.E. TAN SRI ABDUL RAHMAN MAMAT has held various directorial 
roles in the Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI), 
Malaysia including Director of Industries, Senior Director of Policy 
and Industry Services Division, Deputy Secretary-General. His last 
position held was as Secretary-General of MITI from 2006 until 
2010. During his tenure as MITI Secretary General, he held various 
positions including Board Director of Malaysian Industrial 
Development Authority (MIDA), Board Director of Malaysian 
External Trade Development Corporation (MATRADE), Board 

Director of Johor Corporation, Board Member of the Regional Economic Development 
Authority (RECODA) and Board Member of Lembaga Kenaf and Tembakau Negara, 
Malaysia. 

H.E. Mamat has vast experience and an extensive track record. He was the Assistant 
Director of MITI and then became the Deputy Trade Commissioner and Director of Trade 
of the Malaysian Trade Office of New York, USA and Taipei, Taiwan, respectively. Tan Sri 
then became the Economic Counselor / Trade Commissioner & Deputy Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations Economic and Social Commission (ESCAP), 
Malaysian Trade Office, Bangkok, Thailand. In 1996, he was the Special Assistant to the 
Minister of International Trade and Industry, Honorary Dato’ Sri Rafidah Aziz. In 1998, Tan 
Sri was the Director of Export Promotion Bureau Malaysia External Trade Development 
Corporation (MATRADE). 

H.E.Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Mamat, graduated with B.Ec.(HONS) from University Malaya. 
He then pursued the Advance Management Programme (AMP 167) from Harvard 
Business School Boston, USA. 

The event used a uniquely interactive format to enable a specially-invited 
international group of 250 senior executives, entrepreneurs, academics and 
policy influencers from across the communications, media, retail, banking and 
technology sectors, to look more creatively at ‘New Business Models and Growth 
Opportunities in a Hyper-Connected World’. 

It is produced and facilitated by business model innovation firm STL Partners with 
the support of the World Economic Forum, Bain, Cisco, Ericsson and other 
leading organizations and institutions. 

The New Digital Economics Executive Brainstorm Series is part of a research and 
industry transformation programme from business model innovation firm STL 
Partners focused on the Telecommunications, Media and Technology sectors. 

Supported by leading trade bodies, the Executive Brainstorms are held on a 
regular basis in different parts of the world to bring together senior execs to think 
creatively about new growth opportunities. 

Each event builds on the output of the previous one and integrates cutting-edge 
research, case studies and analysis from leading players. The events use a 
unique and widely acclaimed interactive format called ‘Mindshare’ to help 
clarify the important ‘next steps’ for both individual companies and industries. 
See what people say about them. 
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