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Dear Members, 
 

Welcome to the April 2013 edition of the GCEL newsletter. This month held 
several important developments both in the MEA and Asia regions. A high 
level GCEL delegation participated in the “Regional Training Workshop on 
Trade Facilitation, Infrastructure and Trade Costs Policies in ESCWA region”, an 
event organized by ESCWA and the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) at the 
Movenpick Deira Hotel, Dubai, during 8-9 April 2013. 
 
GCEL also organized the multinational Advisory Board strategy and orientation 
session in its Asia Logistics Council on 27-28th April 2013 and our new and 
improved website was launched on April 26, 2013! 
  
 MEA’s first Shipment Efficiency Analysis Report (SEA) is set to kickoff its 
activities in KSA and UAE next month so stay tuned! 
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GCEL PARTICIPATES IN ESCWA’S REGIONAL TRAINING WORKSHOP – DUBAI 
 

GCEL participated in the “Regional 
Training Workshop on Trade Facilitation, 
Infrastructure and Trade Costs Policies in 
ESCWA region” at the Movenpick Deira 
Hotel, Dubai, during 8-9 April 2013.  
 
The overall objective of the workshop, 
organized by ESCWA and the Islamic 
Development Bank (IDB), was to enhance 
the capacities and capabilit ies of ESCWA 
member countries in significantly reducing 
trade costs, determining trade facilitation 

actions/ strategies and identifying the most efficient policies that will reduce 
trade related costs, with a view to maximizing trade benefits and its 
competitiveness, promoting economic growth and sustainable development, 
which will result in reducing poverty and improving national well fare. 
 
GCEL’s high-level delegation included YBHG. Ambassador Dato’ Muhamad 
Noor Yacob, Former Executive Director at the APEC Secretariat in Singapore, 
H.E. Nancy Bakir, High Commissionner for the Arab Civil Society, Dr. Mohamad 
Al Nsour, Head of the PAFTA Division at the League of Arab States, Mr. Kassem 
Kaouk, Regional Director of Operations, MEA Logistics Council and Mr. Didier 
Laroche, Vice President of Information Technology, World Logistics Council. 



	  

	  

GCEL ORGANIZES ADVISORY BOARD ORIENTATION & STRATEGY SESSION IN 
KUALA LUMPUR 
 

The Global Coalition for Efficient Logistics 
(GCEL) has recently organized the Advisory 
Board Orientation & Strategy Session on 
April 27-28th 2013 in its Kuala Lumpur Asia 
HQ.  
 
The list of attendees included Mr Xu Ning 
Ning, Executive Secretary-General of 
China-ASEAN Business Council, H.E. 

Masahiko Horie, Former Ambassador of Japan to Malaysia and Qatar, Mr. Mark 
Clifford Grey, former CEO of Red Cell and Managing Director of BBDO, Tan Sri 
Abdul Rahman Mamat, Former Secretary General at the Ministry of 
International Trade and Industry (MITI) and YBHG. Ambassador Dato’ 
Muhamad Noor Yacob, Former Executive Director at the APEC Secretariat in 
Singapore, 
 
Following the successful round of meetings, H.E. Masahiko Horie joined the 
GCEL initiative as a member of the Advisory Board for the Asia region. 

GCEL LAUNCHES ITS NEW WEBSITE 
 

The Global Coalition for Efficient 
logistics is excited to announce the 
launch of its newly designed website, 
which went live on Friday the 26th of 
April 2013 and is located at the same 
address: www.gcel.net.  

The site’s homepage welcomes 
visitors with classic colors, a clean 
uncluttered design, and moving 
images with featured content 
focused on three main sections: 

Read About Us: The new website gives you access to numerous subsections 
with a drop-down menu where you can read about GCEL and its history; 
meet the Board of Advisors; view recent events and activities; browse 
through our news archive and monthly newsletters that keep you up-to-date 
with all of our activities throughout the globe and much more. 

Hear About Us: In this section you can take a look for yourself at GCEL events 
on videos then listen to the speeches in full, delivered by prominent 
government officials, Chief Executive Officers and industry experts, or get a 
flavor of the Q&A sessions at each event where you can hear the answers to 
frequently asked questions about GCEL and its HumaWealth Program straight 
from the mouths of top tier government officials and executives. 
 
Global Consensus: You can witness yourself the four levels of partnerships 
that GCEL’s HumaWealth Program has received from regional and 
international governmental organizations such as the League of Arab States, 
Organization of American States, ASEAN, ADFIAP, the African Union and 
others.  
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U.S. Becomes Japan’s Largest Export Market  
Elaine Kurtenbach TOKYO — The Associated Press 
Thursday, Apr. 18 2013 
 
Japan’s trade deficit ballooned to a record $83.4-bill ion in the last fiscal year 
as a surge in exports to the U.S. failed to offset the impact from territorial 
tensions with China and weak demand from crisis-stricken Europe. 

The customs figures released Thursday showed the U.S. edging ahead of 
China as Japan’s largest export market as America-bound exports jumped 
10.4 per cent from a year earlier to ¥11.4-tril lion ($116.3-bill ion U.S.). Exports 
to China, a major export destination due to its status as Japan’s biggest 
offshore manufacturing base, plunged 9.1 per cent to ¥11.3-tril lion. 

China first supplanted the U.S. as Japan’s biggest export market in 2009, 
when demand sagged in the aftermath of the global financial crisis. 

As then, exports of vehicles and machinery are playing the largest role in the 
shift in trade. Japan’s exports of transport equipment, including vehicles and 
parts, to the U.S. jumped 17 per cent last fiscal year, while shipments of 
machinery and electrical equipment rose 24 per cent and 15 per cent, 
respectively. 

Despite an overall 14-per-cent decline in exports to the European Union, 
Japan’s exports of machinery and transport equipment to that region also 
surged by double-digit figures. 

But exports of vehicles to China plummeted 26 per cent, while machinery 
exports dropped 22 per cent and those of manufactured goods fell 10 per 
cent. 

A flare-up in tensions over islands in the East China Sea claimed by both 
countries sparked sometimes-violent anti-Japanese protests last year that 
damaged Japanese businesses and hammered demand for Japan-brand 
products. Months later, the dispute remains unresolved but the economic 
impact of the antagonisms has eased. 

Whether the renewed U.S. status as Japan’s biggest export market will persist 
remains unclear. In March, exports to China fell 2.5 per cent from a year 
earlier but at ¥1.11-tril lion they outpaced exports to the U.S. at ¥1.1-tril lion. 

Over all, Japan posted its ninth straight monthly trade deficit in March, at 
¥362.4 billion. But that was down from February’s gap of ¥779.5-bill ion thanks 
to a slight recovery in exports, which rose 1.1 per cent year-on-year to ¥6.27-
tril lion. Imports climbed 5.5 per cent to ¥6.63-tril lion. 

Exports fell 2.1 per cent in the April-March fiscal year from the year before, 
to ¥63.9-tril lion while imports rose 3.4 per cent to ¥72.1-tril lion. The deficit of 
¥8.17-tril lion was up 84 per cent from the previous fiscal year’s ¥4.4-tril lion 
shortfall. 

A sharp depreciation in Japan’s currency since late 2012 has failed to fully 
offset weak demand for Japan’s exports. 

The weaker yen means higher costs for rising imports of natural gas, which is 
sold in U.S. dollar terms, to help compensate for the loss of nuclear power 
generation capacity. Most atomic power plants remain closed due to the 
2011 disaster at the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant in northeastern Japan. 

INDUSTRY HIGHLIGHTS 



	  

	  

  

Australia-China Free Trade Talks Deadlocked: Minister 
Channel NewsAsia 
April 18, 2013 

Free trade talks between Australia and China are deadlocked over Beijing's 
insistence on removing investment limits for state-owned enterprises, Trade 
Minister Craig Emerson said Thursday. 

MELBOURNE: Free trade talks between Australia and China are deadlocked 
over Beijing's insistence on removing investment limits for state-owned 
enterprises, Trade Minister Craig Emerson said Thursday. 

Discussions have been going on for eight years over 18 rounds of talks but the 
two sides have failed to agree on terms, with Emerson blaming China -- 
Australia's top trading partner and a country vital to its future prosperity. 

He told a forum in Melbourne that Beijing was demanding Australia lift its 
threshold on reviewing the purchase of assets by foreign states from zero to 
AU$1 billion. 

"We can't do that, the community would not accept that," Emerson said. 

"China is saying, at this stage, non-negotiable, you've got to go from zero to 
AU$1 billion (US$1.03 billion)... so that's where we're stuck." 

Chinese investment is a sensitive issue in Australia, with telecom firm Huawei 
banned last year for security reasons from bidding on the nation's broadband 
rollout. 

Rural politicians, meanwhile, have warned against selling valuable farm and 
mineral land to foreigners. Chinese enterprises often express interest in buying 
mining and farming land as the nation seeks to secure supply. 

The free trade agreement talks cover an array of issues, including agricultural 
tariffs and quotas, manufactured goods, services, temporary entry of people 
and foreign investment. 

During a visit to Beijing this month, Prime Minister Julia Gillard told her 
counterpart Li Keqiang the free trade agreement was a "gap" in the 
relationship that Australia wanted to rectify. 

2

Imports of fuel, which account for over a third of Japan’s total imports, rose 
6.6 per cent. That included a 15 per cent jump in the value of imports of 
liquefied natural gas and 5.3 per cent for crude oil. That trend has pushed the 
trade balance into the red, though the inflows of earnings from the massive 
overseas investments of Japanese corporations have ensured that Japan’s 
current account remains positive. 

Japanese manufacturers have been stepping up investments in Southeast 
Asia, hoping to hedge risks from Japan’s extensive operations in mainland 
China and to tap the faster growth in emerging Asian markets. 

That helped exports to Thailand, Indonesia and Vietnam expand at a double-
digit pace in the last fiscal year, the customs data show, though exports to the 
entire Southeast Asian region rose a more modest 4.2 per cent. 



	  

	  

  

Japan allowed to enter TPP trade talks 
The New Zealand Herald 
By Claire Trevett 
Sunday April 21 
 

Japan has been allowed to enter the Trans Pacific Partnership trade talks by 
the 11 countries already in negotiations. 

Trade Minister Tim Groser announced Japan's entry had been agreed on from 
Indonesia where TPP talks were held on the sidelines of the APEC trade 
ministers' meeting. 

New Zealand has been cautious about Japan's entry into the talks because of 
its protectionist policies and high tariffs especially in horticulture and 
agriculture. 

Mr Groser gave New Zealand's final approval after meeting with Japan's 
Minister of Economic Revitalisation, Akira Amari who had assured him Japan 
was committed to a comprehensive agreement. 

"New Zealand was seeking assurances that Japan is committed to achieveing 
the ambition that has been set for TPP and could positively contribute to the 
momentum of the negotiations." 

He said Japan was already one of New Zealand's largest trading partners and 
one of the region's economic heavyweights. 

"Japan's participation in TPP would add substantial economic weight to the 
group. More significantly, it would reinforce the strategic vision we have for 
TPP, including the agreement's potential to serve as a platform for wider trade 
and economic integration across the Asia-Pacific." 

After TPP talks in Honolulu in 2011, US President Barack Obama said he 
expected an agreement would be completed by the end of this year. 

Mr Groser said the eleven other countries - Austalia, Brunei Darussalam, 
Canade, Chile, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, the United 
States of America and Vietnam - were assured by Japan's commitment to 
achieving a comprehensive and ambitious agreement as soon as possible. 

Japan will formally join after those countries have made the required legal 
changes. 



	  

	  

    

H.E. MASAHIKO HORIE 

Former Japanese Ambassador to Malaysia and Qatar 

H.E. MASAHIKO HORIE was appointed, in April 2013, 
Regional Counselor from South and East Asia at the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
Council, following the resignation, for health reasons, of 
Ambassador Shinichi Kitajima. Ambassador Horie will fil l the 
vacancy for the remainder of the term, i.e. until the end of 
the 2016 Congress. 

Ambassador Horie entered the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1973. He is former 
Japanese Ambassador to the State of Qatar (2004-2007) and Malaysia (2007-
2011). He was Director of the Second International Organizations Division 
(OECD), Technical Cooperation Division (JICA), Aid Policy Division (ODA) in 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He also served as Director General for International 
Affairs in Defense Agency. His overseas posts include Counsellor of Embassy of 
Japan in Denmark, Minister of Embassy of Japan in Kenya and Minister of 
Embassy of Japan in France. His present post is Ambassador for Global 
Environmental Affairs, in charge of various environmental issues including climate 
change negotiations and participated in COP17/CMP7 at Durban. 

Ambassador Horie holds a Bachelor of Economics from Osaka University, Japan, 
a Master of Economics from Tulane University, U.S.A., a  Bachelor of Law from 
Osaka University, Japan. He also attended the “Ecole Nationale 
d’Administration” (ENA) in France. 
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Mr. Kassem Kaouk GCEL Executive and Former United Nations Development Programme 
Specialist: 
 
"Only with the combined efforts of global organizations such as the World Customs Organization 
(WCO), International Road Transport Union (IRU), Islamic Development Bank Group (IDBG) and 
GCEL true economic development can be achieved." 


