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Dear Members, 
 
Welcome to the September 2012 edition of the GCEL Newsletter! At an event in 
UN ESCWA offices in Beirut, Lebanon, GCEL’s global initiative was strongly 
supported by representatives of the Lebanese and Tunisian governments with 
contributions from leading figures from Malaysia and UN ESCWA. 
 
Keep yourself updated with the latest information from GCEL! 

 
GCEL Executive Committee 

MESSAGE FROM 
EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

UNITED NATIONS ESCWA 
WITNESSES LEBANON'S 
SUPPORT TO GCEL 
GLOBAL INITIATIVE 
 
INDUSTRY HIGHLIGHTS 
 
APEC LEADERS ISSUE 
DECLARATION 
Issued by the 20th APEC 
Economic Leaders' Meeting 
9 September 2012 
 
JORDAN TO HOST WORLD 
ECONOMIC FORUM IN 2013 
JT, Jordan Times 
24 September 24 2012 
 

GCEL IN FOCUS 

1

UNITED NATIONS ESCWA WITNESSES LEBANON'S SUPPORT TO GCEL GLOBAL 
INITIATIVE 

 
At an event in the United 
Nations’ ESCWA offices in 
Beirut, Lebanon, on 
September 4, 2012, the Global 
Coalition for Efficient Logistics’ 
(GCEL) global initiative 
received strong support from 
representatives of the 
Lebanese and Tunisian 
governments with 
contributions from leading 
figures from Malaysia and UN 
ESCWA. The event was held in 
the presence of H.E. 
Mohammad Safadi, the 

Minister of Finance in Lebanon, H.E. Saida Hachicha, Director of Economic 
Cooperation at the Ministry of Trade and Handicrafts in Tunisia and ESCWA’s 
high ranking officials including H.E. Dr. Abdullah Al-Dardari, Director of 
Economic Development and Globalization Division (EDGD) and Mr. Nadim 
Khouri, Deputy Executive Secretary. 
 
H.E. Mohammed Safadi. Lebanese Minister of Finance stated that at a difficult 
time in the region, this event ‘sends a signal of hope’ and added ‘We salute 
GCEL and its efforts to launch a global initiative with noble goals that aim at 
promoting economic growth and harnessing the powers of innovation and 
decreasing costs of trade.” 
 
H.E. Nadim Khoury, Deputy Executive Secretary of the UN ESCWA discussed the 
urgent need to strengthen national capacities and human capital in all 
economic areas but especially in logistics “which is set to develop and facilitate 
Arab inter-regional trade and enhance international trade between the Arab 
region and other regions of the world.” 
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H.E. Saida Hachicha is Director of Economic Cooperation at the Tunisian Ministry 
of Trade and Handicrafts. In her speech, she outlined the position of the Tunisian 
government in endorsing the HumaWealth Program and the Euro-Med 
Benchmark Trade Lane (BTL) initiative launched by GCEL, stating that this BTL is 
linking Tunisian businesses with developing markets, “thus empowering them to 
become more competitive in their business.” 
 
Finally, H.E. Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Mamet, Former Secretary General at the 
Malaysian Ministry of International Trade & Industry (MITI) described the 
challenges facing the region in today’s economic climate and stated that 
“Today is the day we start to address the challenges facing us, through the tools 
and the roadmap provided by the HumaWealth Program.” He outlined the 
positive role GCEL has played in Malaysia through the Shipment Efficiency 
Analysis report (SEA) which he described as a ‘groundbreaking study, the most 
comprehensive analysis of Malaysia’s trade landscape ever conducted.”  

INDUSTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

APEC LEADERS ISSUE DECLARATION 
Issued by the 20th APEC Economic Leaders' Meeting 
9 September 2012 
 

APEC Leaders issued a Declaration at the conclusion of the 20th APEC 
Economic Leaders' Meeting in Vladivostok on Sunday, revealing pathways to 
strengthen the Asia-Pacific region's prosperity and leadership in the global 
economy. 

The Declaration outlines APEC Leaders' view on addressing the challenges and 
downside risks within the global economic environment, including financial 
markets that remain fragile. 

During Sunday's session, Leaders were briefed by International Monetary Fund 
Managing Director, Christine Lagarde. 

The Declaration details steps for building on the progress achieved by member 
economies in realizing APEC's 2012 priorities: 

• Trade and Investment Liberalization, Regional Economic Integration 

• Strengthening Food Security 

• Establishing Reliable Supply Chains 

• Intensive Cooperation to Foster Innovative Growth 

Several annexes accompany the Declaration. 

Leaders also welcomed the invitation from Indonesia President Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono to meet in Bali in 2013. 
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JORDAN TO HOST WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM IN 2013 
JT, Jordan Times 
24 September 24 2012 

AMMAN — Jordan will host the World Economic Forum (WEF) meeting on the 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) for the seventh time at the Dead Sea, 
slated for May 24-26, 2013. 

The meeting will include over 1,000 participants from governments, businesses, 
civil societies and academia. 

The announcement came on Monday as His Majesty King Abdullah received 
WEF Founder and Executive Chairman Klaus Schwab in New York on the 
sidelines of the UN General Assembly meeting, a Royal Court statement said. 

The King Abdullah II Fund for Development (KAFD) and WEF signed a 
memorandum of understanding on Monday that marks the official start of 
preparations for the 2013 WEF on MENA. 
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King Abdullah said the ongoing developments in the MENA region warrant 
efforts to shape the new regional context to positively support socio-economic 
development and address youth issues, especially youth unemployment; and to 
“answer our young people’s cry for a normal future, in dignity and opportunity, 
in view of all the developments and challenges taking place in our MENA 
region”. 

His Majesty praised Schwab’s efforts in placing the key international issues on the 
table, shedding light onto them during the WEF meeting. 

During the meeting, His Majesty and Schwab also discussed the latest 
developments in the region, especially the current situation in Syria, and the 
efforts to reach a just and comprehensive peace in the Middle East. 

Schwab said the next WEF on MENA will take a practical look at the policies and 
business strategies that are necessary to support the aspirations of the region’s 
economies. He praised the King’s continuous efforts in dealing with issues in the 
region. 

He also praised the King’s role in seeking the revival of the Palestinian-Israeli 
peace negotiations. 

Miroslav Dusek, director and head of MENA at WEF, was quoted in a WEF 
statement as saying: “Building on Jordan’s recognised role in the region and 
internationally, the aim of 2013 meeting is to drive the dialogue needed to 
overcome long-standing fault lines and foster the spirit of multi-stakeholder 
partnerships that are so essential for ensuring peace and security at this time of 
fundamental change.” 

KAFD Chairman Nasser Lozi voiced Jordan’s pride in hosting WEF for the seventh 
time. 

“[Jordan] looks forward to playing a very active role in helping achieve its [WEF] 
goals of enhancing regional cooperation and partnerships,” he was quoted as 
saying. 

According to the organisers, the meeting is set to address national policies and 
regional mechanisms that need to be in place to safeguard the prosperity of 
economies facing resource scarcity and rapid population growth and find the 
proven best practices for creating the conditions for youth-driven 
entrepreneurial growth. 

Additionally, the forum will shed light on how new governments in North Africa 
can respond to public expectations while also managing sustainable economic 
transitions, and the implications of the situation in Syria for interfaith and inter-
communal relations in the MENA region 

MEMBERS’ CORNER 

H.E. Mohammad Safadi, 
Minister of Finance, Lebanon 
 
"We salute the Global 
Coalition for Efficient 
Logistics and its efforts to 
launch a global initiative 
with noble goals that aim at 
promoting economic 
growth, harnessing the 
powers of innovation, and 
reducing costs of trade." 

H.E. Nadim Khoury, Deputy 
Executive Secretary, United 
Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) 
 
“Logistics is set to develop 
and facilitate Arab inter-
regional trade and enhance 
international trade between 
the Arab region and other 
regions of the world.” 
 

 
"ESCWA is very keen on the 
GCEL project, because our 
economic and 
econometrics relation has 
demonstrated very clearly 
the direct and very 
important results that could 
be achieved from the 
improvement of trade 
facilitation by reducing costs 
and eliminating non-tariff 
barriers." 
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