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NUS first among
worldwide universities to lead
research and innovation on
GCEL's digital trade platform

GCEL and NUS join forces to launch Academic
Subcommittee
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The Global Coalition for Efficient Logistics (GCEL), a leading Swiss-based public/private
partnership, is joining forces with the National University of Singapore (NUS) through The
Logistics Institute - Asia Pacific (TLI - Asia Pacific) to launch GCEL's prestigious Global
Academic Subcommittee in Singapore. The Committee will conduct ongoing state-of-theart research to enhance a powerful new digital platform that will energize global trade
and lead the world into a new era of trade efficiency.
GCEL's HumaWealth Program is providing the soft infrastructure that will connect
countries across the globe and slash the cost of trade, in turn dramatically increasing the
volume of international trade and sustaining economic growth. HumaWealth comprises
three key elements: an open-source technology platform, a global network of trusted
companies, and a rapid global deployment program that provides the tools, free of cost
to the end users, to optimize trade, thereby promoting economic growth.
"The HumaWealth Program represents the greatest transformation in global trade since
the advent of containerization more than a half century ago," said GCEL Co-Chairman
Captain Samuel Salloum, speaking at a special MOU signing ceremony in Singapore.
"Our partnership with NUS brings world-class academic prowess to the task of enhancing
a bold new digital platform that will energize global trade through a quantum leap in
efficiency, thereby triggering sustained economic growth."
Professor Tan Eng Chye, Chairman of TLI - Asia Pacific and Provost, NUS said, "We are
proud to be part of this world-class alliance, which reflects the tremendous lead that NUS
enjoys in technology and innovation. This provides an excellent opportunity to advance
our key supply chain programs. The mission, the team, and the global reach of this new
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Committee all give us a unique opportunity to position many of our key programs for
even greater global excellence."
NUS will be one of a select number of premier universities around the world that will
participate in an ambitious R&D program to lead innovation in supply chains, ecommerce, and technology. The program will be supported by an innovative revenue
sharing formula that will give the Academic Subcommittee a share in a total fund of $18
billion a year by 2020.
The Academic Subcommittee will be one of eight subcommittees that will guide the R&D
effort. It has three critical missions:
In the near term, assess the impact of the soft infrastructure on shipment efficiency;
In the medium term, develop research and training programs to help countries
around the globe take full advantage of the new digital trade platform, including
funded programs in more than 100 countries; and
In the long term, lead research and development programs on best-in-class
innovations connected with logistics, e-commerce, and all associated technologies.
Positioned to be the founding member of the Academic Subcommittee, TLI - Asia Pacific
will work closely with peer institutions to develop the Committee's ambitious program of
work around the world. These world-class universities will be able to leverage their global
presence in powerful new ways. These include:
Lead the development of best-in-class metrics to assess and monitor shipment
efficiency, a powerful tool in moving the world to a new era of trade efficiency;
Access to a global research fund free of geopolitical restrictions that is focused on
innovation in trade efficiency that benefits the world. The funding can support longterm research programs and underwrite high-potential graduate students;
Preferred access to an open-source technology platform (the Global Logistics
System) that can enhance campus research in information technology, materials
handling, global positioning systems, e-commerce, cargo security, & other high-value
areas of research and development;
Opportunities to participate in global, leading-edge research projects in highefficiency logistics, next generation e-commerce, and associated technologies. These
projects also have the potential to connect university researchers with GCEL's global
network of world-class finance, insurance, and technology companies;
Leading a unique global network of premier universities working on state-of-the-art
improvements in trade, logistics, and ecommerce; and
Opportunities to partner in major research projects led by the other seven GCEL
subcommittees (Economic Development, Trade Development, Cargo Security, Food
Safety, Disaster Impact Response, Technology, and SMEs). This enhances NUS'
ability to seize critical research synergies around the world and across disciplines.
"The Academic Subcommittee is one of the most critical groups in GCEL's global R&D
program," said Captain Samuel Salloum. "This network of premier institutions has an
extraordinary opportunity to connect the dots, building powerful synergies among the
world's leading logistics institutes and leading the drive toward sustainable global
prosperity."
Through this new partnership, GCEL is planning the establishment of its first worldwide
endowed professorship on global trade and innovation with minimum funding of SGD 2.5
million. GCEL and NUS have committed to explore the creation and funding of this
prestigious position over the next 18 months.
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